
The Public Record: 
News from UL Public History

Banner image courtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art

SARAH I. RODRIGUEZ         
Associate Director of Public History            

& the Guilbeau Center              
sarah.rodriguez@louisiana.edu                  

                                                     am Ian Beamish, Director of Public History here at 

                                                     ULL for the past year and a half and I would like to 

                                      welcome you to the first issue of the UL Public History

Program’s newsletter, The Public Record. With the addition of Sarah Rodriguez,

the Associate Director of Public History, we aim to become a nationally-known

public history program and this new publication is one small part of increasing

our connections with alumni, a major pillar of our strategy. We hope to connect

with alumni who no longer reside in the Lafayette area, highlight the evolving

work of the program and its graduates, publicize upcoming events and

opportunities, and offer funding and support to alumni. I highly encourage those

of you reading this to urge friends and colleagues with ties to the program to

subscribe. → Subscribe for opportunities and funding updates.
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From the Director
 DR. IAN BEAMISH
   Associate Professor &
     Director of Public History
       ian.beamish@louisiana.edu

             y name is Sarah I. Rodriguez, and I am the Associate Director of Public History and the 

             Guilbeau Center at UL Lafayette. I have worked at UL getting familiar with the Public 

History program and its partners since February 2025. I earned a B.A. in History with a minor in 

Economics from William & Mary in 2018 and a M.A. in History, concentrating in Public History, at the University of West

Georgia in 2022. My first museum job was as a tour guide for 4  and 5 grade student groups visiting the archeological site

and museum at Historic Jamestowne. Since then, I have worked at other museums in Virginia and Georgia, completed

archival work for the Invisible Histories Project, led the Oral History program at the Southern Foodways Alliance, and

taken on various other roles throughout the public history realm. I am passionate about history's ability to build 

th th 

empathy and transform our current perspectives and lived experiences. I am excited to connect with alumni of 

the UL program and to support our current students with working professionals in the field. 

From the Associate Director
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                                 he Guilbeau Center has been hard at work in Spring 
                                 2026 to serve the needs of the UL, Lafayette, and 
                           surrounding communities. Graduate Research 
                         Assistants Morgan Pierce and Ezra Jett, both pursuing 
                       their M.A.'s in History at UL Lafayette, have kept the
Center open Monday through Thursday from 9:00 to 1:30 and
provided guidance and resources to visiting students, faculty, and
community members. Undergraduate Research Assistants Brittany
Hohensee and Bruce Tête have done amazing work helping organize
the Center's files and provide outreach through our social media. The
Center’s staff just completed a large initiative to film and record all
sessions at the recent Louisiana Historical Association's conference in
Lafayette, utilizing the resources available at the center. The call for
applications for the Spring 2026 Community Solidarity Fellowships
has gone live: → See details here. 
Visit → GuilbeauCenter.com to learn more.

From the Guilbeau Center

Award amount:
up to $750

Application deadlines:
Jan 1 & July 1
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Program Mission

To Apply:

     Submit a one-page proposal, brief budget, 

     your graduation year, and CV/resume to 

     sarah.rodriguez@louisiana.edu.     

Alumni Professional Development Grant

       he Guilbeau Charitable Trust is pleased to 

       announce the new Guilbeau Professional

Development Grant for alumni of the UL Public

History MA program.

Funds may be used for:

training workshops

conferences

professional courses

skill development opportunities
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Funds should be spent within 12 months of award and recipients will be

asked to send a receipt/proof of how funds were used in order to be

eligible for future grants.

Career Opportunities
American Alliance of Museums
→ aam-us-jobs.careerwebsite.com

National Council on Public History
→ ncph.org/jobs

Southeastern Museums Conference
→ semcdirect.net/jobs

MuseWeekly
→ udel.edu

Submit jobs, internships, and announcements for UL Public

History students and alumni. Contact:      

    sarah.rodriguez@louisiana.edu

Employers
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Train students for public history
practice

      

Support public history work across
Louisiana and beyond.

Advance community-driven historical
practice

  

Promote ethical and inclusive
historical work       

                   through fieldwork and public
engagement.

                    in settings that require shared
authority, civic engagement, and reflexive
educational work, preparing them for careers in
museums, archives, digital humanities,
preservation, and community organization.

                                   rooted in relationships,
reciprocity, and responsibility.

Call for Alumni Input
        Participated in Museum on the Move? Help 

         shape what comes next. → Complete the 

        survey.

T

T

https://guilbeaucenter.com/spring-2026-community-solidarity-fellowships/
https://guilbeaucenter.com/
https://guilbeaucenter.com/
https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history
https://aam-us-jobs.careerwebsite.com/
http://ncph.org/jobs
http://semcdirect.net/jobs
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/cas/units/centers-and-programs/museum-studies/museweekly/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FAVRi4se2KVmT1wtWA&data=05%7C02%7Clindsey.foreman1%40louisiana.edu%7C76917a5689b74a2b5acf08de85f3add1%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639095478793891334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2NuODdX1gJMi%2B2DM2iAJqwinqp6MkVyHazEnW2Fsic%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FAVRi4se2KVmT1wtWA&data=05%7C02%7Clindsey.foreman1%40louisiana.edu%7C76917a5689b74a2b5acf08de85f3add1%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639095478793891334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2NuODdX1gJMi%2B2DM2iAJqwinqp6MkVyHazEnW2Fsic%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FAVRi4se2KVmT1wtWA&data=05%7C02%7Clindsey.foreman1%40louisiana.edu%7C76917a5689b74a2b5acf08de85f3add1%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639095478793891334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2NuODdX1gJMi%2B2DM2iAJqwinqp6MkVyHazEnW2Fsic%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FAVRi4se2KVmT1wtWA&data=05%7C02%7Clindsey.foreman1%40louisiana.edu%7C76917a5689b74a2b5acf08de85f3add1%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639095478793891334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2NuODdX1gJMi%2B2DM2iAJqwinqp6MkVyHazEnW2Fsic%3D&reserved=0
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A s s o c i a t e  Pr o f e s s o r

D i r e c t o r  o f  Pu b l i c
H i s t o r y

P u b l i c  H i s t o r y, To u r i s m
a n d  M e m o r y,

N i n e t e e n t h  Ce n t u r y  U S

Dr. Ian Beamish

V i s i t i n g  I n s t r u c t o r

Lo u i s i a n a  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H i s t o r y

Dr. Jacob Gautreaux

A s s i s t a n t  Pr o f e s s o r

D i r e c t o r  o f  G u i l b e a u
Ce n t e r  f o r  Pu b l i c

H i s t o r y

P u b l i c  H i s t o r y  a n d
G e r m a n  S t u d i e s

Dr. Marissa Petrou

A s s o c i a t e  Pr o f e s s o r

A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  o f
Re s e a r c h

B l a n co  P u b l i c  P o l i c y
Ce n t e r

Dr. Liz Skilton
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Pr o f e s s o r

P u b l i c  H i s t o r y, 2 0 t h -
Ce n t u r y  U . S . , a n d
We s t e r n  H i s t o r y

Dr. Robert Carriker

A d j u n c t  Pr o f e s s o r

C u r a t o r  o f  Co l l e c t i o n s

U L La f a ye t t e  S c i e n ce
M u s e u m

Dr. Deborah Clifton

A s s i s t a n t  Pr o f e s s o r

Ci v i l  R i g h t s  H i s t o r y
a n d  H i s t o r i ca l  M e m o r y

Dr. Theodore Foster, III
Pr o f e s s o r

D e p a r t m e n t  H e a d

H i s t o r y, G e o g r a p h y, a n d
P h i l o s o p h y

Dr. Michael Martin

A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r

P u b l i c  H i s t o r y  a n d  t h e
G u i l b e a u  Ce n t e r

Sarah I. Rodriguez

https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history


M.A. History - Public History Concentration

                               A s h l ey B i r d s a l l
     
 
                           Ca p s to n e :  A La d y ’s  
                       N a t u r a l  S c i e n ce  — 1 9 t h -
ce n t u r y c h e m i s t  &  m i n e r a l o g i s t  r e s e a r c h  i n
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Ox fo r d  H i s to r y o f
S c i e n ce  M u s e u m

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  F a l l  2 0 2 6

                               Co n n o r  C r u s e
  
                                Re s e a r c h  fo c u s :  
                           A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  h i s to r y

Cu r r e n t  p r o j ec t :  H i s to r i c  B l a c k  D e s ce n d a n t
Co m m u n i t i e s  I n i t i a t i ve  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h
I b e r i a  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  H i s to r i c a l  S o c i e t y
( I A A H S )

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  F a l l  2 0 2 6

                               M a d e l y n n  D u n n
 

Re s e a r c h  fo c u s :  M i l i t a r y  h i s to r y – W W I I ,
V i e t n a m , a n d  t h e  M a r i n e  Co r p s

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  F a l l  2 0 2 6

                               M o r g a n  P i e r ce

                              Ra d i o  Pr o d u ce r  – Ra d i o  
                           Ac a d i e  ( K RV S  8 8 . 7 F M )  –  
                     “ Zo o m  i n  Zo o m  O u t ”

Re s e a r c h  fo c u s :  1 9 t h - ce n t u r y Lo u i s i a n a  –
C i v i l  Wa r  &  Lo s t  Ca u s e  m e m o r y

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  F a l l  2 0 2 7

                               C a r s o n  S a v o i e

                              Re s e a r c h  fo c u s :  M i d -
                           t we n t i e t h - ce n t u r y B l a c k   
                    F r ee d o m  M ove m e n t

Cu r r e n t  p r o j ec t :  D i g i t a l  ex h i b i t  h i g h l i g h t i n g
n e t wo r k s  t h a t  b u i l t  &  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  S t u d e n t
N o n v i o l e n t  Co o r d i n a t i n g  Co m m i t tee  ( S N CC )

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  S p r i n g  2 0 2 6
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                               E m i l y  L i n d n e r
 
   
                            Cu r r e n t  p r o j ec t :  
                     D i g i t i z i n g  S t . La n d r y p a r i s h
r eco r d s  ( Ce n te r  fo r  Lo u i s i a n a  S t u d i e s ) ;
r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  Ro u g a r o u  i n
Lo u i s i a n a  fo l k l o r e

E x p e c t e d  g r a d u a t i o n :  S p r i n g  2 0 2 7

https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history


Alumni Spotlight

        he New Orleans Jazz Museum is a site 

        dedicated to the celebration of the 

genre of Jazz music and its origins in the 

city of New Orleans. The museum features 

exhibits dedicated to its history, influence, 

and spotlights of its most famous figures. 

In addition to exhibits, the museum also 

offers educational programs to visitors 

from K-12 students to adults. Other 

educational opportunities may involve 

summer camps and internships. One of 

UL History’s graduate students, Connor 

Benoit, worked with museum director Greg Lambousy on

archival and outreach work during his Summer 2025

internship at the Jazz Museum. The museum’s performance

center also hosts many live performances, oral histories,

and lectures, highlighting how the museum reaches out to

the local community. The New Orleans Jazz Museum’s

mission is to provide an energetic and interactive

experience for people to help educate them on jazz’s 

rich history in the city where it was founded.
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       upport from the Jamie and Thelma Guilbeau Charitable Trust allows UL Public  

       History students to attend professional conferences, conduct research, and

pursue internships across the country.  In January 2026, graduate and under-

graduate history students attended the American Historical Association Annual

Meeting in Chicago with Associate Director of Public History Sarah Rodriguez,

connecting with historians and public history professionals from around the world.

       ince graduating from UL, I 
       have begun working as the 
public historian at Shadows on 
the Teche in New Iberia, 
Louisiana. In this role, my work 
varies day to day, with a primary focus on exhibit design,
tour development and interpretation, public program-
ming, and expanding the ways visitors engage with the
site through diverse interpretive media. 

Recently, I delivered a lecture on international war
correspondent William Howard Russell, exploring his
impact on modern journalism and the evolution of war
reporting. I am also currently leading the interpretation
and acquisition of archival materials for two digital
initiatives at the museum. These projects aim to give
visitors access to historical narratives and primary
sources that are not typically visible during a standard
tour, creating a more immersive and comprehensive
experience. Additionally, I am preparing the museum for
our next public program which will focus on the
relationship between religion and freedom 
movements such as abolition and the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

Public history, at its core, is the 
practice of presenting and interpret-
ing history for audiences beyond 
traditional academic settings. 
Through tours, lectures, exhibits, and 
digital innovation, my work seeks to 
make history accessible, engaging, 
and meaningful—demonstrating how 
the past continues to shape our 
present.
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UL Lafayette graduate and undergraduate history students attend the American Historical
Association’s 2026 annual meeting in Chicago with Associate Director of Public History Sarah
Rodriguez (far right).

Public History in Action

Student Feature: Inside the New
Orleans Jazz Museum
B Y  E T H A N  C A M P I S I ,  F A L L  2 0 2 5  U G R A

Image courtesy of the
New Orleans Jazz
Museum

→ nolajazzmuseum.org
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XIAN MAYNOR
PUBLIC HISTORIAN
Shadows on the Teche

S

T

S

https://louisiana.edu/news/lasting-generosity-guilbeau-family-honors-university-major-gift
https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history
https://nolajazzmuseum.org/
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CARSON SAVOIE         
   Summer 2025 Intern, Chicago SNCC History Project              

                                                       ver Summer 2025, I participated as an intern in a series of workshops and 

                                                       archival research visits with the Chicago SNCC History Project. SNCC, which 

                                            stands for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, was one of the major 

                                         organizations active during the Black Freedom Movement of the 1960s. The Chicago SNCC 

                                   History Project was formed in 2005 and is dedicated to preserving the history of the

organization and its members by collecting oral histories with SNCC veterans, creating an archive housed in the

Vivian G. Harsh Research Collection, and hosting an annual summer internship. For the Chicago SNCC History

Project, the goal of their work is to build the capacity within communities to learn, present, and discuss the

historical context of the Long Black Freedom Struggle in critical relation to contemporary global struggles.

During this internship, I engaged with a series of weekly workshops which centered on telling history from “the

inside out,” as in, a narrative of history which deconstructed white supremacist mythologies of the past. At the

end of the summer, we conducted a collaborative oral history and hosted a book launch event for SNCC veteran

MacArthur Cotton.

O

                                                     shley is a Masters Candidate in the Public History program at UL Lafayette. Her 

                                                        capstone project is partnered with the Oxford History of Science Museum. Titled   

                                          “A Lady’s Natural Science,” Ashley’s capstone is a research project on a nineteenth 

                                      century chemist and mineralogist whose materials are housed with the archives of the 

                                History of Science Museum. Ashley is the 2025-2026 Student Representative for the Public

History Committee and the 2025-2026 President of the Epsilon-Xi chapter of Phi Alpha Theta. 

ASHLEY BIRDSALL
    Student Representative to the Public History Committee

A

ETHAN CAMPISI          
Undergraduate Research Assistant, Public History Program, Fall 2025              

      am a fourth-year undergraduate in history as well as a UGRA for the Public History 

      department. During the fall 2025 semester, I worked on the newsletter for the 

program. I’m also involved with the UL chapter for Phi Alpha Theta as the 

organization’s Historian. As Historian, I document events to put together in our end-of-year 

Phi Alpha Theta scrapbook. My research interest is in indigenous history, and last semester I 

wrote a paper in my Historical Writing and Research seminar on indigenous masculinity and football at the

Chemawa Indian School in the early twentieth century.

I
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Upcoming Events Stay Connected

D r .  I a n  B e a m i s h ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  H i s t o r y    |    i a n . b e a m i s h @ l o u i s i a n a . e d u

→ Public History at UL Lafayette

→ Public History on Facebook
554 Griffin Hall

University of Louisiana at Lafayette
(337) 482-6900

Share Your News
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Recent Faculty Activity

New Publication

Conference Activity

    Oral History Association Conference - Sarah I. Rodriguez

      acted as the chair for a panel on oral history and memory    

      at the Oral History Association 2026 conference in Atlanta, GA 

      in October 2025. The panel brought together folks working in 

      oral history relating to music therapy, Black aging and place-

      making, and hospice care.

    Queer History South - Dr. Marissa Petrou and Sarah I. 

      Rodriguez participated in a roundtable about the  

      community advisory board for the Southwest Louisiana 

      LGBTQ+ Archive, along with Jae Regan and Jolie "Bug" Daigle. 

      The virtual conference brought together archival professionals 

      and community activists from around the country.

Dr. Ian Beamish and Dr. Liz Skilton recently submitted the 

    manuscript for their edited collection “Conjuring a New Old 

    South: Culture & Tourism Along the Lower Mississippi Valley” 

    to UNC Press for consideration.

Forthcoming Scholarship

Opportunities

→ Subscribe to the UL Public History Newsletter.

If you are an alumni, → add yourself to our directory.

Friday, May 15, 2026 - Spring Semester Commencement
     → Learn more.

Friday, June 19, 2026 - “The Juneteenth Symposium: 
     Faith and Freedom" will be held at the Shadows on the
     Teche Visitor Center in New Iberia, Louisiana. This  
     Juneteenth event brings together scholarship, public 
     history, and community engagement to reflect on 
     African American struggles for liberation and self-
     determination. → Learn more.
          Proposal deadline: April 13
          Contact: bpolk@iaahsonline.org

September 16-19, 2026 - NCPH-AASLH joint conference 
     in Providence, Rhode Island. → Learn more.

You’re invited to submit announcements, project updates, 

    internships, and job opportunities for future issues. 

Contact: sarah.rodriguez@louisiana.edu

“Beyond Keeping the Lights On: COVID-19’s 
    Impact on Lower Mississippi River Valley 
    Museums and Public History Sites,” The Public 
    Historian 47, no. 3 (August 2025)

Published by Dr. Liz Skilton and Dr. Ian 
    Beamish, the article highlights research 
    conducted with UL Public History students:

Kerstyn Jones

Luca Lancon

MJ Fasullo

Brad Parfait

Rex Jones

Shydee Johnson

Tanya Greene

Taylor Townsend

Wesley Brown

Amaya Gradnigov

Amber Gates

Anna Dardeau

Benjamin Omelev

Carson Savoie

Christine Savoie

Derrasia Williams

Elliott Wade

Emily Lindner

Greg Thomas

Jacilyn Rabb

Jeanne-Claire Benton

Kaci Breau

LaTassia Dunn

Lauren Weimer

Lindsey DeLaughter
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https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history
https://www.facebook.com/universitylouisianalafayettehistory/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zrCzE3XNpEm_6goDsB_xq9Th9m5v86VJkrQuGI9mzndUMUk0NU5LWVAwMDlVSVlZTThQUEVaSVYzRCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DzrCzE3XNpEm_6goDsB_xq5LOMHHV6OJNhMyHyD3qGlxUQ1BGM0dFR0dXRzBCTDVBT0cxUUxIUVpUNS4u%26route%3Dshorturl%26dlv-emuid%3D1e22ee3c-2ebf-4e3c-bf75-d0062379906d%26dlv-mlid%3D10276592&data=05%7C02%7Clindsey.foreman1%40louisiana.edu%7C928fcc2223644570bfc308de7fa85166%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639088558058738225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p2INqLf5I%2FvZRP1PQ9okKSUB5xFWuz2B6lFvYRIC8HM%3D&reserved=0
https://louisiana.edu/commencement/ceremonies/spring-commencement
https://www.shadowsontheteche.org/
https://ncph.org/conference/2026-annual-meeting/
https://history.louisiana.edu/graduate-studies/masters-public-history
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